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Harold* Gottliffe

of men are not,
can see, 
spot
What might there be ?

THE UNKNOWN SEA

For where the thoughts 
and ’where no human eye 
hidden in an uncharted 
what might there be

.; n.t ur.ij i ■

«

We are the on^y living thing 
in sight upon this dreadful sea; 
when we have drifted out of sight 
what hidden things will dare the light ? 
What undreamed worship will there be ? 
What ghastly spectres will THEY bring ?
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fl- M E W L 0 N D O KI
The news that-; despite ths blitz 

London etill has many fane left?leads 
to the possibility of a new London br: 
anch of the SFA coming into being© 

Cambrid ga*-a tudsnt Ge 02? $s Medhurs t 
has given your reporter a list of half 
a sc ore unknown scienee ®f .10 ti on f ans ? 
living in the London area-, and I hope 
in due course? to get in touch with 
them? with a view to regular contact© 
Should any readers of FIDO know of any 
addresses please inform me as soon as 
possible rt

If this project materialises»London 
will once again be able to carry on 
its fan activities •> which have been 
virtually nil since the blitz began© 

The last SFA meeting as such was in 
August 1939© Do you remember those bl
azing hot dpys? the last days of pence, 
when everything secure had not yet p- 
erished? Do you? I hope you do, beca
use I don’t? since all my records pe
rished in Our Explosion®

With the start of war? the SFA was 
suspended for the duration* but as ev
erybody knows? regular weekly meeting’ 
continued to be held at the famous 
No© 88 Grays Inn Rd? until Christmas 
1939? and after that? contact was st
ill mai n t ai ned th r ou gh re gul ar me e t - 
ings at the adjacent ”Red bull”® 
Indeed? he Ted Carns11 ones wisecra
cked ”We’va never had such good att
endances ae we have sines disbanding

In September 540 cams the ulitz? & 
with it the cessation of all pleasure 
travelling® Meeting at the Red bull 
ceased, bill Temple and Ted Carns11 
drdtfd called up and stf© in London 
died©

Now in February 541 it has revived 
as we all know? and ones again fand
om rears its ' ugly' hand© 

from Sidney L© blrohby 
F fl NJ - &RO U F ?

FZftfJces uoeiu/G'.
Charles D = Hornig? editor of 

the twin magazines }: SCIENCE FICT
ION” and ’’FUTURE FICTION” has're
signed hie position; due apparen
tly to the lowness of the « al ary 
attached© Yet a third of the New 
York ’Futurians5 has assumed the 
editorial mantle in his stead? in 
Ro To Lowndes; the other two being 
Do Ao Wolhsin and L Rohl© ’’Loer
as Lowndes is nicknamed - is very 
we11known in fandom having been sn 
active fan since 1935 and publisher 
of several fanmags© For the last 
year or so ha has been looking af
ter the literary agency founded 1y 
Frederick ’^ohl©

ALERICANEWS We 11 -known Amer i c an 
author Fred hiao Isaac 

died recently« 
’’Leet Darkness Fall” which was in 
a recent ’’UNKNOWN” is being rewr
itten by L. Sprague de Camp for 
publication in book form by the 
N.Y. firm of Holt & Co© 
First of the Yankee fane to be af
fected by conscription is Jamas V 
Tauras! who received a call-up 
notice for January Sth, later de
ferred to the 29th« He intends to 
such spare Mme ae available att
empting to break into the pro mags 
and-so to come out of the U.S© ar
my a full-fledged author© 
The tentative plane for a Newark 
conference to be held this summer 
besides the official convention 
at Denver? Colorado, have now been 
dropped; leaving the field clear 
for the ”Denvantior? ©
Next issue of Tucker’s ”La Zombie” 
Includes photo of 12 fans atChiccn

This is an amateur magazine devoted to fantasy fiction? published mont
hly © 3d© ■oer copy-* 2/9 per year pcstfreo; by J. Mchasl. Rosenblum^ at 
4 Grange Terrace? Chapeltown, Leeds 7, England© Cover by Harry Turner© 
Other kind people produce accompanying sheets? many thanks to then?.
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recently, whilst wandering a 
a paper-backed edition of a rather 
of Men" by Richard Marsh, written m 
the Shoe Lane Publishing Co at lAt

By R t/F ARCH 31.
oimd cur local market oss
.are fantasy tale, nam opciler
ny years ago-. It was .sheet by 
The story deals with a villainous

adventurer who is also a chemical genius, and who developed various se
rums which he injests to cause idiocy and affection..

Contrasting that with a modern work, may I recc emend '•’Saurus1' - Eden 
Thillpctts (John Murray 1938, 7/6) which tells us about a mysterious egg 
arriving from-space and hatched cut on this planst of ours. Its innate 
hatches out as a super-intelligent, iast»growing lizard-like creature, 
who ia the peg on which hangs what he considers to be an entirely unbi
assed account of humanity, .and very ^cod it is too.

I have also been lucky enou ti to discover hidden away in a bookshop I 
haunt, a new copy of the now out-of-print ’*Skyraft" by Charles Clark. 
(Newnes 3/6)0 This is a boys bock really all about a wicked pirate and a 
clever professor, two adventuresone lade and the wonderful skyraft»

Some ’remainder’ copies of "Wha: Mot" by Rose Macaulay (John Long 2/6) 
have appeared recently. The book ;s placed in what was to have been the 
near future (it was written in 19i3) and deals with a new department of 
State - the ministry of Brains - and a somewhat involed love interest.

/he 0 ho r ij O' 0 O

It was only a little one. Just about the smallest H.E. that is made, 
no doubt, but of its efficacy one could not doubt.

It arrived at a most inopportune time, at 12a.ru on a Monday morn/ing 
before I had completed my ARP for stf.o

The plan was grand. Everything in one room? and in that room, every
thing into drawers and trunks with the most valued possessions in the 
safest containers.

Unfortunately, I had only got as far as having everything in one ro
om, and the bomb had to choose that room to fall in. Result: some valu
ables survived but much more basically useful stuff perished-- in stead 
of lots of relative rubbish that remained intact.

How I can write a philosophic discussion on the destruction of my 
collection is beyodd me. I feel noe like howling-. Tn think of all my 
SFA meeting notes and my fan mags and half the choicest collectors iterr. 
- not to mention ii’-re place able books and magazines is to start weeping, 
and gnashing my teeth.

But why linger over what has gone? Much of it is Junk that I always 
wanted to be rid of anyhow. I’m more interested in the building up- of a 
new collection ^d a start has already been m^do*

Its scope is much wider than that of the old cne, which was mainly 
fantasy & speculation (Lol, Problem of Lemur!a, Lay After Tomorrow etc)

If present trends continue, the r.w one will ha literary;, left, and 
technical y with an emphasis on Science;fantasyy and what, for want of a 
better word? wo may term ”wcrld»knowlec.g3 .

c o’ 0 0 0 c 0

12a.ru
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NEWS - Just heard from three peo'blei r.U&H'IH Q HJ2.
lETTER after quite an interval. <•//<* /? £ r^ch ""

Ron Fishwick of Ellesmere -
Port, Cheshire; still a sapper D.R. , ’Tis said Ziff-Davies dropped some 
now stationed at Clyst-Hydon, Devon/10,000. on its PETS magazine.. To 
We’ve been worried about the lad, ; he Ip .make up this loss, SOUTH SEA 
he was in France with the JEF bit he'STORIES and FANTASTIC were dropped, 
got back all right* Then Roland Fo- 'Now I see .FANTASTIC ADVENTURES is 
rster of the RAF writes from the a- 'back, in all its blood and gore and 
rtic wilds of the Shetlands. Whilst rapacios thunder.
Harold Gottliffe, former directr of1 America’s new magazine is UNCaNNY
the Leeds SFL, sends a chatty lettei” 
from that very nebulous neighbourh
ood ’at sea’. Almost stf .bereft ,wi- 
mail only at long intervals, Harold 
isn’t downhearted» Having found a 
printing press of sorts on the old 
Hospital Ship he plans to issue soon 
"FUTURIAN IN’EXIIE" - an rctavo fo
ur pager, print and stencil like tte 
first "TOMORROW".

Congratulations go to artist Harty 
Turner of Manchester and Marion Ea
die of Glasgow, president of the 
Junior Astronomical Association, on 
their engagament. More wedding bells 
in fandom’, Lest wihhes to them.

Contributor Leslie Croutch is too 
modest to mention it himself,but he 
has just managed to break into pri
nt professionally with two accepta
nce^ -and possibly more to come.

leaner Ron Holmes is now spend
ing ni ^its looking after air-raid- 
shelterers with the Liverpool unit 
of the Pacifist Service Units.

Undoubtedly the most popular item 
ever in FIDOSs "litter" was CSYoud’s 
"-jlitz" in last months mailing. Wh
ich is distinctly funny because it 
has little apparent connection with 
fantasy - we only wish it were 1 1

ADDENDA
Edgar Rice ...urrct’A-? "Tarzan at 

the Earth’s Core" (Methuens 6d. )
Also if you consider them fantasy 
Sax Rohmer; "The Devil Doctor" (Me
thuens sixpennies)

do "The Mystery of Dr. Fu-
Manchu." (Penguin)

(STORIES, not to be confused with 
UNCANNY TALES, "which is a different 
magazine«.

Hank Kuttner and his wife, Kat, 
(are still in NYC at last time of 
(writing to me. ’Tis said that Kat 
/supplies Hank with.his ideas and he 
|writes them up. Hank told me in his 
last letter that he is producing 

: 65,000 words a month I
In Hollywood, we find even the 

■movie people busting their intents 
ines going science-fiction, in a big. 

'way. Universal has "The Invisible 
Woman" with John Barrymore coming 
up; also a Lional atwill "Mysteri
ous Dr. R"o..Hal Roach studios is 
hard at work on another Thorne Smi
th Topper picture "Topper Returns", 
featuring Roland Young, Joan blcn- 
dell, and Rochester...Two on the 
boards at Paramount Pictures have 
basil Rathbone as the star "The Mad 
Doctor" and "The Monster and the 
Girl".

Arthur Widner Jr., editor of the 
Strangers Club’s FANFARE, is plug
ging the word "fanzines’1 to take 
the place of the Philadelphian’s 
"fanag" and the usual "fanmag". In
cidentally, FANFARE is the neatest, 
most legible, and cleanest of any 
hectographed fanzine I have yet seen 
In two colors too, into the bargain.

If the readers of FIDO, wherever 
they may be, like this column, or 
have suggestions, or perhaps brick
bats to throw, write me: Leslie An 
Crouteh, Box 121, Parry Sound, Ont. 
Canada. I’m always glad to get let
ters and premise to answer all, es
pecially from fair young thinge0 

J kjj itj) (jJ
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GLEAN I N G S garnered by RON HOL M E 3
'The issues of "Spaceways Anniversary Issue" which were posted to this 

country were destroyed by enemy acti’ono Now they are tickling the fish
es with their quips? I would like to., appeal to all who have copies that 
they would part with, Send them along to Michael or myself and we will 
see that you get value for it and that fans interested will have the o- 
pportunity of reading ito Thanx5

■ Twould seen that Ben Wolhelm is getting on very w«3110 he’s recently 
had an.article entitled f’Ihe Legal As.pects of Vampirism" printed in A, 
Merritt’s "American Weekly"© This is a realist tou$i nag to get into?

" S tardus t ■' the magazi ne uni qua ? has f i nally c ol lapse d c The pub 11 c at - 
ion is posted as * suspended’ ? but I feel that it will be the finish of 
it., ’'-Stardust'3 was the best fanmag-wnich was ever printed? but I’m afr
aid it was far too good? and costly to make a profit out of Fandoma Its 
a pity really? .but full#' expected© One thing I'd like to kncw?was there 
really any books in ‘‘Stardust" Science Fiction Service ?????????

Oh? yeso Eric Frank Russell recently sold an article to Campbell-en
titled. "Prehistoric Trolleybus"? about a trolly system which was insta
lled in Malta even before the Egyptians 0 1 see too$ that Campbell chan
ged the title of "Ticking Terror" to "The Mechanical Mice"©

Sully Roberds of Normal/■Illo U.S,A. --- yeah "Normal H’>" -- intends 
to issue the first edition of "The Fan Record" in Jan ’41, The nag thing 
is what its name impliesa recorded fan-mag. It contains news } cross
country gossip? short articles, guest speakers, "Pong's Platter Patter" 
and letters etc. All you have' to do is shove the record onto a " Gram", , 
(or Phonograph to those .guys) and listen to the mag, 
Edi'Ihe Editorial Offices of the Standard Magazines have now been moved 
to 10 East 40tho Street, New York City? NY? USA,
:: c: o:: o: :-o:: o: ::o:: o : o: : o:: o: : o:: o:: o:: o : o:: o:: o:: o:: p:: o:: o:: o:: o;;

one complete 
avalanche - no 
less than 3 1 
ur magazines & 
teur Press ma

iling of .15. pi e.c e s ? wi th i i. the sh or t 
space of a short month? making it ha
rd indeed to decide what is worthy cf 
me nt i on a However item No 1 is FANTA
SY FICTION FIELD? the illustrated 
news we eklyo Illustrations c onsis t so 
far of ph o.to graphs of people in the 
news and photo-offset reproductions 
of forthcoming covers of the pros, 
Its an idea® L.li <. Fars act’s beautifu
lly produced "GOLDEN ATOM" comes to
an ehd with a 36 page issue but its 
poetry reprint supplement STARS will 
continue. Pity GA has gone the’ fex
it was the best cl’loctors fanmag? & 
Is for one will missit,. We welcome 
FANTASITE’-a well hectoed and mature 
metamorphosis of the rather .juvenile 
SCIENTI-C omioe put out by P, Bronson 
224 Wo 6th Sto ?Has tlngg ?' Minnc USA;

2J£AL COLUMN
RGMedhurst would like to find a vo- 
ftunkeer to tackle investigating the 
works of RWChambers to find cut wh
ich are science-fiction,
WANTED » As to July 39 & Amazing Oct 
34O A.Williams? 3 Victoria Dwellings 
Clerkenwell ®.oads E.c.l
Many Thanks for letters received 
from Julian Parr, J, Briston?R.Lane 
J .P.Rathbone 5 Derek Gardener? F.D, 
Wilson,(2)? H.JoEllis? R.-E .Folkes p 
E.AoThompson, Please accept this in 
lieu of a proper reply. Also the 
last 5 are additions -bo ^Fandoms 
G.PoO,"

WANTED - certain 36 & 37 issues of 
Astounding, List & prices to T«,0v- 
ertons107 Thomas Street? Abertri- 

yrdwr . C ar di f f ? G1 am o
FOR SALE - American editions of Un
known , Mar ?Apr ?May . Jun ? July oA.s toun- 
ding. Feb5MaraAprrMay 1940o Fantas
tic Novels Sep 40c All 1/2 each?
b aok c. ovaj of FN mi o s i n ) J^Lvr’shs o
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Still yours truly, John Edward Rennison xfull title this month), still living at the 
same bungalow, and JMR is still duplicating and distributing your pet sheet /horror 
EDITORIAL "BLURP” (courtesyJ.ton_Ho.lmes) 1

Here we are once again but with a new format. Starting with this issue "Cormie“does 
not use arguments, We now want articles and. Tories of any length. Letters are 
still wanted but they will not be printed, roe^y is not so welcome as articles & 
stories, but it will be used, Coming up - a Round Robin story written by 4 fans, 
1st”part by Ron holmes, 2nd part by Donald Doughty. 2 more wanted - any offers? 
Lnst ” Connie” seemed to suit most people, however we are still changing so we might 
oeVto biease everyone some day. Be with you again next month, Cheerio," Re nny1,

THEY by Donald J» Doughty...

THEI brew that their world had net long to live, that soon it would be but a faint
Idded to the great funeral pyre of their mother-star who was even now smouLdcr- 

ir7 a^d cutting savage gouts of flame, and seemingly preparing for that last terr- 
jr?c lutburlt of energyc whicn would be her final solo in that stupendous play of 

md ^rp;s. Their1 s was a lone world, a solitary, spoilt child; a world of 
r’-noe, beautv and utility - a world where science and art ruled hand in hand. Small 

then that they regretfully hade adieu to this world in a garden, this child 
d^-'-he evening of her mother’s life - doomed to diebefore her time, unhappy plaything 
of n remorseless fate. But, they did not intend to be caught like moths in a flame; 
even before the first faint signs of the coming outburst were visible, they were far 
out in spnee, speeding away from their condemned birthplace. Dor they had found a 
now home, at the heart of the Galaxy, a young and virile sun, on whose third planet 
they would build again their harmonious culture. Did they achieve that ram, and 
reach that vast family of worlds? Did they again build their wondrous civilisation? 
Vffi SHOULD KNOW, FOR V® ARE TE®Y.
H.++++=====+++++==^==+++++=J==«+++++=====+++++^====^+++=====+++++£===!='H'+++====!S++++

FACT OR FICTION by Ron Holmes..

" ‘.s article and any other which may follow, 
tories of our childhood? Could they not be connected 

- it was a mighty nation superior in science - so we 
con- 
iits 

is 
mXdlolllow7?^atcl'aror.’to”face the centre of gravity, it rises.from the growth 
The box mast bo able to move, so we connect two units-to force fit against the air, 
oneon each side.. Strapped on the back - w have the flying human. - the Fairy, Log
ical???

Hew things found in mythology and modievrl history may seem, at least, very f.-rfteO 
<£od. In fact, they orc, ns often as not, put .-.side r.s pure fantasy, and neverguv- 
cn .a moment's serious thought. When they ore given thought you find that under the 
surface there is an undercurrent of reasoning that_could be founded on fact. Perhaps 
I can give you food for thought in thi 

Remember the fairy si 
with Mu or Atlantis? Atlantis _ .
arc told. Why couldn't they have anti-gravity units? imagine a small box,
toining metal plates of anti-gravity substance. If the plate is placed with 
edge to the centre of gravity, the unit remains on the ground. ^n the plate 

greater area ' ° ‘u1'" ~‘P 4""

Strap-ped on the back - we have the flying human - the Fairy, Log- 

Also the "Mushroom cities that rise into'th/ff-°^d'?
■“’wtech he

“ “few ““f-HrS 

Sink into the limbo of the forgotten - stories to amuse the

but a very

ion to genr

❖ *
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Drawings, cartoons, ideas, poems, brick-bats and loveletters gratefully received 
by Harry Turner, 41 Longford Place, Victoria Park, Manchester 11. Thanking yen!
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A fan-sheet 
■J, Doughty

devoted to ASTOOTDIHG Science-Fiction: concocted
at 31, Bexwell Road, Downham Marks u, JoriolK. uuplio.^ 

and distributed by JMRosenblum

Don 
ed

To It'
write to me 
anything i 
ure, American or BRE 

ditors, 
but please (j

ri^ODUOTION: Howdy fellows; sit do'vn, and make yourselves st horns, snl 
’a? this latest’addition to the FIDO litter, and then -Go 

Get out your tools - penoil, pen and ink, or type.. - and 
(or should it be us?) at the address given above. .srite

: and everything you like about any ASF, past, presentor ai> 
complimentary or otherwise, aoouo auui-io.'. s> ar 

work, editors, correspondents, or anything else that you can thir± oi, 
but rlease (just a moment while I place a cushion to Kneel on, Arhsh.. 
RAKSLINGS: ’Fraid you’ll have to put up with a great deal of my biuro 

although I’m including snippets from ths few letters sothis mor£h,
far received. - . . _ ..
Most important item (at least to me it, is), is t le disappear an.'.., e ci one 
December ’40 issue of ASTOUNDING. As yet I have heard ot no one who 
has received a copy. A word, or two from Ted CarnpJ.1 ( on this subject} 
"I had a vivid recoil ection of it going down to a wacery grave ; and 
later: ”1 still haven’t received ray Doc. AST, so. we can count on it 
having gone under”. When you write you might just mention whether or 
no you have received yours - if you are one of those very iortunate 
people who obtain the original copies direct from the States. What an 
issue for the Hun to sink’. It’s left me in a half-nutty condition 
wondering about the fate of Jommy Cross, Nov/ someone tell me teat tney 
didn’t like ”Sian” ! A few more words of wisdom from Gnr. Ted, “’Farewell 
So the Master' is one, of my favorites, and as for ’The Stare Look Down! 
---- well, t still get boiled up whenever I think of it. Just a simple 
little story, yet what a punch it packed; and no very near to the real 
thing when it comes off. Don’t you think that the cover for that yarn 
is the finest that has ever been on the front of ASTOUNDING?’’ You’re 
right there, it’ll take some beating.
Among other things fdv/U'd Ronui.^P.!! has a comment to moke on these 
covers: ”In my opinion ASF Kao become a really excellent mag. and the 
definite leader of the field. It han improved, and is still improving, 
which is a lot to oey for any mag. now that there are iso many on the 
market, In appearance it has greatly improved, although. now tne 
interior illustrations are again deteriorating from the high standard 
that they had reached. Rogers’ work on the covers has been superb, 
and there is hardly anything to choose between him andPaul. (Is 
anyone villinr to help me back up-Rogers againstthis Jf.au 1?,'
TKo^stbrTes'tbo’’ upK^^
arc both extrema.1 y good writers......... 0 drop boll has worked wohCLOX’B 
with ASTOUNDING, 'and if he continues maybe the good old classic days 
will return.” Thio interior illustration businoae aoems to be the 
only grouse against ASF that is general - I’d like to hear come of 
your opinions on this subject, i.e. who .do.you think in thojooct artier 
on tho inside of ASF to-day, the war at, why? 'ho would you like tc see 
turfed out, and who brought in? Give i.u your viown, ladfji Personally, 
I would like to see Rogers on the inside wore often, also Schnoeman 
rovort entirely to his own stylo, and tho return of Doll. I think ihar, 
.all the present artists are far too erratic, thoyvo all turned out 
good work - and bad - but they can't maintain any standard they 
set ---- high or low.



Douglas Webster: ” I see it thus - that you might have reviews of 
I ato st is sues, c omp w i cons ‘between US & BRE issues, moralisings (as 
Rennison’s) on whether the level of stories has gone up or down, and 
plain rominisonneos etc. on the past. Well to my mind the last two 
have been done to death years ago, mostly in American fanmags, which 
is another way, I suppose, of saying that I personally am not interested 
in them, having seen that sort of stuff a thousand times, others will 
differ, of course. As to the others, I got the current US editions and 
oven though I don’t normally road half the stories I could attempt 
something in the lino of critiques and forecasts.” Thanks Doug, any
thing in that lino will bo very welcome. A lator 150-word postcard 
from the same source contains: ’’TIN TACKS -- I seem to gather from 
various JMR-letters there’ll be an ish next month. (Well, it’s here - 
such as it is - you mustn’t be too hard on a first is’sueT) I had meant 
to give you a disquisitio’n, at”'as great a length’“as you wish, on the 
Campbell-MeCann question, since that’s the only thing I know about AST, 
’twould seem. OK?” OK, pal, the length as you wish.
THE J. F. Burke says: "I’d like to do something on ASTOUNDING for you, 
but I’m darned if I can think of anything. (Unusual?) The only thing I 
can remember about that mag. of late is the grim coincidence of the 
British reprint edition with the cover storyCoventry” appearing on the 
newsstands just after the blitz on the actual town of that name. Why not 
have an ASTOUNDING QUIZ in every issue of your mag? Questions such as - 
Which issue of AST featured three stories by the same author, and which 
author was it? (Anyone know that one? - I’ll admit I don’t - tell me, 
please, Johnny) How many cover artists were featured in 1939'? One em- 
inent US fanmag slipped up on this one, and as yet I have not seen any
one who has corrected them. (Any offers?) It’s not a new idea, but it 
might be interesting, and I think there’s plenty of material available. 
If I think of anything a trifle more lengthly and more interesting, 
I’ll post it off to you.” Thanks John. What do you follows think of 
that idea? If you like it lot me know, and if you can think un any quos- 

30ncl thcn al"‘n£ " and don’t forgot to send the answers too!
------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------- January 1941

Fr aid . this department is not going to interest youse guys who got the 
mag. direct from the States. Have to do Jan. ish, as Fob. hasn’t ’rived 
yet, s’pose it will day after I cut this stencil. Suggested by JMR 
Cover - another Rogers superlative, for Anson MacDonald’s "Sixth 
Column”. This serial shows promise, one of the active typo - of which
If Thia Goes On -” was another example. America, again crushed by the 
Pan-Asians , to be- saved by six mon and a gadget. British author 

Maurice Hugi has a novelette ’’The Mechanical Mice” - a now plot on mo, 
all about a robot mother, and not badly writton. - (This is "Ticking 
Terror” forecast by Ron Holmes in FID03) Harry Dalton’s annual (a nov
elet this time) is "Doom Ship”, the plot - a purposely lost spacer - is 
very much like Wellman’s short "Lost Rocket”. Bost short of the ish is 
a literary gem, EAGrocoor’s "Opportunists" - about an ideal that didn't 
work. Von Rachcn’s swell series continues with "The Traitor”; but the 
peacemaking short, "The Day Do Celebrate’’, by Bond, is not so hot. 
Kramer and Schncoman (specially his bj for "6th Column", and "Doom Ship") 
up to standard; Orban - so-so; Eron - take it away’. Articles OK. JWC’s *
editorial "Invention” - excellent, as par. Heinlein in the Feb. lineup.

-x- -x- •x--x- -x-x-x--::- -x- # % -x--x--x--x--x- -x--x-x- -x-x- -x- -x- -x-x-
FOOTNOTE: Must first thank JMR for doing all the hard work in the pro
duction of this shoot. Ploaso accept usual apology about first stencil- 
cutting. Remember - No. 2 depends on YOUR sunport.
NEDS - FFF forecast ASTOUNDING Annual on Dcct 7th, no details.



THE GENTLEST ART Fourth Issue MARCH 1941

Selected by D. Yfebster at the usual address: omission of which gives me room to 
mention it is very kindly duplicated and distributed vdth Fido by J. Michael Rosenblum.

•• $ ..{ * ;£ :;£ :;( * *' * * # * * * * * # * * * « * « * # * * 
Three-Fold Discussion, I started this sheet because it would probably be of 

interest to fans - at least, to those I know, I daresay I have made mistakes, but
in a recent letter DRSmith accuses me of nearly every sin under the sun, including 
dogmatism, intolerance & maliciousness; accordingly, the first page of this isses 
will be squandered by myself.

Ism, THE SHAG (take a bow, George, take a bow), Myself I enjoyed The Snag; mine 
was always the mind that revelled in Fantacynic, Sam Youd’s reply is here given, 
verbatim if poss,, 4 further discussion will be welcomed provided participants remem
ber to be very short .4 snappy (see point 3 below). As is inevitable when a fan 
starts slinging mud, RGM made some unjustified cracks, 4 I am vdth CSY in, e. g., his 
point o/

I was meaning to make some nasty remarks about the decease of Warbull 4 fans who 
won’t discuss politics. But why stir up more trouble? - they do exist, and since 
it’s their support that makes Fido possible, their word is law. The Bard doesn't 
seem unset about Warbull-demise, being more concerned vdth —

2nd , FANTAST, which you may have received' ere now. A plug is indicated. No 
matter how much various people (including me) disagree vdth some of its ed's opinions 
4 actions, all agree that Fay is the best fanmag England has produced, Why not 
support it? - 244 Desborough Road, Eastleigh, Hants. CSY hopes to produce an issue/ 
month until called up, 4 there’s hope of continuation after that. But..."I should 
add that this new monthly appearance will depend wholly on readers. Several arc 
some months behind vdth subscriptions; others may shy at the new price - Sd. The 
point is that I have always lost from 5/- to 10/- per issue on Fay, 4 even with the 
greatest benevolence towards fans I do not propose to drop that amount regularly and 
continue to publish monthly." Then why squall at 6d an issue, fans? - it'll do you 
more good than a cup of coffee 4 a biscuit bought at a cafe for the same price.

3rd., THE GENTLEST ART - hereafter Les Tart, altho Smith's Gent is good too. 
Firstly, I can imagine that the average reader of Michael's Mailing finds much'to dis
like in Les, but in this case, not being an exponent of telepathy (should I say ESP?
— ah, crool!) I can’t do anything about it. However, my friends write me. Of these 
I am surprised that Johnny Burke has said no harsh word to me, for I have included 
bits of his letters which he would hardly wish flaunted, vdth remarks that probably 
added to the misunderstanding; however, since I gather from one of Smith's Fables of 
Misch-Masch that JFB now treats me as one not in full possession of his intellect, he 
has, I expect, wearied. Others—notably Smith Medhurst—howled because I cut out
long sections of arguments. My reasons were two:- (a) I had 4 pages to play with, 
had to keep extracts within reasciable limits, 4 wanted to let as many as possible 
.have a say; (b) I wanted to do a thing I now realise was impossible, namely, conduct 
arguments without including the fiery <4 sarcastic whiplashes which may not bo intends 
cd seriously but become slanderous in print. (b) I’ll have to ignore in future. 
However, the only sensible critic of (a) seems to be CSYoud, who, I beg the others to 
notice, has edited a magazine 4 had experience in cramming 2 pages of material into a 
single page, only to find everyone surprised he could not pack in 6. Never again 
vail I be annoyed at editorial cutting! To complete the arguments raised in an 
issue of Tare I should need at least 3 times the space I have for the next one. I 
intend now to stencil out another 4 pages containing a few of the deleted arguments & 
opinions; I hope JMR can include it with this, but if not I don’t blame him 4 the 
supplement will be had - more postage expense! - on application. Thereafter Les 
Tart will presumably revert to insipidity, 4 if any fiery persons like DRS feel they 
must give it the go-by (as he has done this ish) perhaps calmer correspondents like 
Erikopkins, who have discussed things this long time without calling eachother names, 
may still cling to the out-moded man of peace. Di-da-di-da-di-da.



Tho gentleman referred to a coupla lines ago is really .niKi-U U. nurxunio, who nas 
suffered more than most of my friends through having his letters missed out entirely; 
can any of you who know him imagine Eric being featured as much in Les as DRS has been 
& howling grievances to the moon? (Ah, if I were truly a man of peace I should for
give Smith all..«.) On the British people— ’’The popular view of 'Civiliz
ation ’ is a nation based upon equality, social-eccnomic-pclitical justice, least work 
compatible with the needs of a luxurious people enjoying every benefit of the sciences 
and ^eace. This ideal I am inclined to plump for on grounds of reason. But by 
instinct I should want a civilization of artistic standards with a sense of values & 
the power of self-criticism. In which I would do little but read, write, study, & 
go to "he opera, the uheatre, or the concert nail, Johnny badly needs the latter 
type of civilization (so do I come to that) /me too’ DW/‘ & he therefore bases his 
criticisms on his desires, but mine are based upon reason (says he, hajhaj-)- & I real
ise that I am vastly outnumbered by people who don’t care a damn for artistic & int
ellectual activities, & who do not really think it worth the trouble even to make an 
effort to better1 their physical lot (which is all they care for), but who wish only 
to be left alone in their miserable little boxes of lath A plaster, forced to irksome 
work, left little leisure /dunno, tho - one of the major problems, which will be much 
•worse after the war when working-hours will be a lot shorter, is that people have 
quite a bit of leisure but spend it very badly indeed/, which they spend looking at 
films, looking at football, looking at boxing, looking at all-in wrestling, looking 
at cricket, horse & greyhound & speedway-and-motor car /I’m led to believe ECH is 
addicted to darts & billiards]/, looking at bloody accidents or street-fights - or a 
drunkard - or a bomb-crater, looking at their money & having a flutter to raise some 
excitement. The people want this: if any of us sincerely wish to aid them we must 
sink our own desires whatevdr they may be, & help to give them all that they would 
like but not enough to got it:- the 'ideal' civilization I summed up at the top of 
this page, social-cconomic-politioal justice, but no Art. Our hope would bo that, 
given" the education & leisure to think, we could seduce sufficient individuals from 
the ordinary ranks to gain recognition & advancement of the arts. But in the mean
time it is useless to make a commotion about the British people's lack of cultural 
instinct (tho’ I do!) or the Americans’, the Germans’, even the French. Give the 
people education, opportunity, leisure, & a little spoon-feeding, & they’ll develop 
the"necessary sentiments. Or perhaps they won’t: the phenomenon of an almost per
fectly civilised race like the Greeks of Pericles’ Age el thereabouts may never occur 
again", & if their attitude of mind cannot be inculcated in an indifferent race then we 
may well be screaming for a moon of quite unattainable remoteness, We can but try, 
however, so if you ftc-Ke your fellow man, brother, On to Altruism.9 ”

ART&Jg £< OWRKS. was enticed down from his mountain wilds end, on being 
allowed to shew round the unique collection of photos ho has collected,with Eric 
Russell, persuaded -co say this:- "Concerning JFB's remarks /Les 2/, I am more or 
less in agreement with him, but do not consider that the British race are much worse 
than the re?st of ’em. I’ve heard a lot about the standard of culture in Finland (l 
can't imagine us treating Sibelius as they did) and I am prepared to admit that they 
may have a higher civilisation than ours. But quite frankly, we "Star-begotten” 
consider ourcclves the equals of anyone else in tho potty little world, so I don’t 
see why JIB should ‘-I'-fvc ;n’.oh a down on tho race which has produced most of us. True, 
we are" heavily diluted with a lot of poor material, but wo’ll got rid of that in time. 
With good education, it could bo done in a generation. I believe that tho aim of 
civilisation is tho abolition of the proletariat, by which J mean tho half educated 
herd one sees pouring into the cinemas any Saturday night. the interests of 
space I must cut out a highly amusing bit, not quite to tho point.7*™ y cannot tol
erate the presence of people Who are incapable of any appreciation of things beyond 
their immediate surroundings - people who know nothing of art, who care nothing for 
the destiny of their race or the; world, who have never thought that things will ono 
day be different from what they are today. And the world is full of such people: in 
fact as I look around me (an occupation too painful to be indulged in very froquont-



3/ ly) my usual reaction is "Thank God I am not as other mon!" Yet the tragic 
thing is that all these ’Englishmen’ (as JFB would put it) are capable of great things 
under certain circumstances, & show in fleeting glimpses the promise that was lost in 
than because they left school at 14 or never had any sort of guidance in distinguish
ing the cheap & petty from the great ”z valuable. * * * Sometimes I feel I would like 
to exterminate them without pity had I th^ sr; more often I feel an overwhelming 
sorrow that they have not had the good fortune I have had, & remember "There, but for 
the grace of God, goes A0C.C."

t-nd today's lesson is finished by my psychologist 
friend, tho (a) I don’t remember ever mentioning a new social order - as you know, 
it's an idea 1 have an alarming paucity of ideas on; & (b) I don’t know where the 
mathematics teacher comes from - psychoanalysis, I guess* "I should like to write a 
few writing-pads on your plausible but technically unsound theory of a new social 
order, which' 1 myself have held (in essence) for some time. I must say something on 
the subject - the question is, how to stop. However., . I both like & pity the poor 
and wretched (incidentally, a very small percentage indeed are wretched). But you 
say they don’t knew what to think about it, or how to think at all, because of in
sufficient education & incitement to think, & that this is why they are poor, 
wretched &c. /it does sound an ingenious theory, tho - quite like me^ On the 
contrary, they don’t third: because their I.Q0 is not sufficiently high, & they are 
poor, wretched &c &o, partly for the same reason, & partly because those who are 
capable of thinking won’t think about them, think the wrong things, or won’t act on 
their thoughts. I know plenty of the poor are of average intelligence or more, & 
these either think, or at least once thought, but have realised its futility in their 
position. Thus - in my opinion - the fault lies in the administration & not in the 
people, and insofar as the administration is chosen by people who can’t think, it is 
faulty. I’m not suggesting the Nazi idea that tho people are merely animal & must 

be driven. 'I am suggesting that those of the people who are of intelligence con
siderably (or even slightly, I sometimes think) subnormal should not choose their own 
administrators,. .& that those to be chosen should also be proved to be of intelligence 
definitely above average.” ... On second thoughts, I’ll miss out the rest,
including the maths teacher, since it’s hardly relevant.

This US fanmag business - again for American eyes. Since I stencilled the last 
issue, two parcels have been received at Idlewild with tumultuous cheers, from that 
latter-day Good Samaritan (as the Bard so gracefully puts it). I can only hope that 
others will follow his example - they will be as generously repaid. Ary issues I 
receive I shall be very- glad to pass round also to JFBurke & Harry Turner (& OSYoud 
if he wishes them), so that or. o copy, if any American is generous enough to slip it 
into JMR’s envelope, will go tho round of the Fido + contributors; if Rennison is 
going to ask for copies as .well, he can fend for himself. .Million thanks, Shangri-LA!

0. SyYOUD - non that I agree with him throughout, but ROM had a whole 4 pages, so— 
"Medhurst's outburst is so violently <& grotesquely crazy, that I will content myself 
with nailing down a few lies. 1/ War Bull was withdrawn, & remains so. True, I 
hadn't planned to produce that last issue, but I thought Johnny was getting above him
self and, anyway, I hoped it would appear in the same issue as Michael’s announcement. 
2/ I can hardly think Mike is stirring up trouble, & am left on wonderment about -the 
source from where /bid wonder why my correspondent should say ’from where' - ’tis 
’which’; ’he' throughout 2/ is RSy he learned I didn’t like his remarks. There is 
a whopping big lie hero, for I never had any intention of completely ignoring his 
letter (although he has atill not replied to an earlier one of mine). As I told 
Michael, he will hear from mo, when I have time. Since there are others, more 
ddserving, he will have to wait with what little patience he can muster. 3/ His 
comment re "Dilliput" 1 BBC intellectuals was either invidious or in downright bad 
taste. 4/ I have never refused to give a hearing to the opposition, & should have 
thought that would, be the last insult to be offered. Doubters may enquire of Harry 
Kay. It is perfectly true that Michael asked mo to Change War Bull (in order to talk 
inorc science-’fiction’) & that I preferred to withdraw. Otherwise I would have pub
lished, verbatim if required, any hostile comment. I still will - in FANTAST. /lust



one more reason for buying FAl'TTAST, boys!/ 5/ The description of me as1'search
ing frantically for a philosophy" was Michael’s, Sz I have replied to it. Need I 
point out that the procedure Medhurst recommends is one I alvzays try to follow. Cor
respondents from the beginning (& neither w or Johnny nor Medhurst need apply here) 
/ECH will verify?/ will remember that I have in turn attacked e very thing from radical
ism, through Britain, pacifism, communism, militarism £ pacifism again to intellect
ual snobbery. 3/ RGM now calls me a liar point -blank for saying I withdrew VZar Bull 
because of outcry from people vzho found any discussion but SF boring. Apply Michael. 
7/ Oh, the sweet intellectual snob’ /’Sall right, you’re in good company, George^/ 
TLS is beneath contempt, of course. You sweet sap, Medhurst! 8/ If Medhurst 
objects to articles in GARGOYLE, why not write to Mac? Sarcasm is poor stuff, 
9/ Recommendation of Socialist Standard beautifully ambiguous. / cheers for the 
People's Convention, Palme Dutt Adolf! 10/ The whole Snag, except where, as fre
quently, it touched me, I found boring. Medhurst, whatever else he may be, is not a 
writer, & ho will find that his would-be humorous treatment of opposition gets no
where, disagree - I found it most entertaining^/ He has novz, in fact, (& pring 
this, please, Doug) at exactly the mental stage I reached two years ago, in the Grand 
Old Days of violent pacifism, intellectual anti-Britishness, conscription vzars and - 
never to bo forgotten - FANTACYNIC! In fact, most of THE SNAG reads as though Fanta- 
cynic has written it (which will not, I hope, lead folks to identify me with Med
hurst!). I don't know ROM’s physical age (20 I think) but it is a sad reflection to 
think that he at 20 1 I at 16 are emotionally, artistically & politically as nearly 
identical!" ... Reprisals will be entertained . . .

I had meant here to quote an excellent passage by Harry Turner on atheism, 
but on looking it up I find rather more than 2 pages. I think his "Creed of an 
Atheist" - which I also have here - should be in the current Fay, but if, after that, 
you still want more, I shall try to squeeze in his letter; or put it at Sam You’d - 
force of habit! - Youd’s disposal. RON HOIMES follows up his "Snag" passage, thus — 
"Has it ever occurred to you that a Christian is so called because he is supposed to 
be Christ-like? If a person says that the average Christian is Christilike, there 
are but two conclusions, nay three, I can draw. First, that I have the wrong idea of 
Christ, i.e» I have taken his description by the world in general too literally. Two, 
that the perpetrator of the remark is a fool; or three, that Christ was definitely 
not the guy you are led to believe. Personally, I consider there was only one Christ, 
just as J insist there was only one Christian. Likewise, "There is only one Holmes", 
thus everything I do is Ho.lmsian. * * * Yet why should I bother debunking a silly re
ligion when I don’t even know i« exists? V/e have six senses, sight, sound, tough, 
smell, taste & knowledge. One does not smell or taste Religion. But one is suppos
ed to hear teaching, see records (Bibles & suchlike) & touch either or both. Yet one 
can't prove to one’s satisfaction that one is really seeing a Bible, one sees so many 
things which do not exist. Hallucinations are common things, & at times far more
reasonable than things which really (?) exist. ’flhat proof have you that that dream
you had last night was not reality, & you are dreaming how? Touch? How do you know 
you’ve touched a thing? I’ll let you answer that one, if you can, satisfactorily.’''’ * 
* So we come to the sixth sense, knowledge. Call it what you like, conscience if you
wish. There are things which you know do exist, will happen d have happened before. 
Unreasonable things, perhaps, but enough to leave a mark. This is the one & only 
true sense, the will to know, the will to do. A sense which, by use of concentration 
can neutralise the other five. Before you condemn this, I’d like you to try a few 
experiments. Sit & close your eyes - what is your favourite food? Novz concentrate: 
can you see it? Now try to imagine its taste & smell. If you can’t, you're feeble
minded, Touch something against your face - you are very aware of it - novz touch it 
(not grip) - you can’t feel it quite so much - novz concentrate, convince yourself your 
arm is just stretched out, holding nothing. You will lose the sense of touch moment
arily. Ponder a while upon dreams, hallucinations, eye retinas, 1 nerves. This will 
all bring doubt, but try to question your own existence, the fact that vzhich you call 
Dougic Webster /it's a lie]/ is; there will bo no doubt you know that." ... .Boy, 
are you asking for it! It’s with difficulty I restrain myself. Yes, friends, DW is.



MOONSHINE. No. 3

Some light in darkness from John F. Burke, 57 Beauclair Drive, 
Liverpool 15- Distributed by JMRosenblum.

'.I .’HE E LDER GODS

Often I have felt the influence of the Elder Gods. It may have 
been while sitting on a cliff over the sea, in bright sunlight. Or 
as I pondered vaguely, walking alone in the rain? or perhaps, nodded 
deeply in a soft chair beside the enveloping warmth of a fire, when 
utter peace comes with the radio’s low opiate music. Then the Elder 
Gods speak from the ultimate deeps of spaces vaguely imagined, from 
behind and beyond the palely-flaming nebular splatches, from out 
where the light quanta grow weary, lagging arrow-like through the 
black abysms of nothing. Through my mind come the echoing thoughts 
from these other times and spaces - slow-throbbing waves of pure 
thought carrying tremendous messages. I often wonder whether our 
less fortunate brethren, those classed by their ignorant fellows as 
‘'lunatics”, unstable of mind, schizophrenes, divided personalities - 
whether they too are very often in a sublime ecstasy, exchanging he
sitant messages with immense intelligences across the deepest gulfs 
of eternity. Sometimes a hint of meaning flashes before me for a 
second and I grasp at the unimaginable import of an instant’s rapp
ort. "Id! I$! Wza-y’ei! ". say the voices. "Ph’nglui mglw’nafh wgah’ 
Cthulhu R’lyeh nagl fhtagn,*,«Id.!....Yog-Sothoth cf’ayak vulgtmm.... 
Shaggai....yggh,c.ly...Rhan-Tegoth!...Ai!.o.Cthulhu nafIfthagn.••”

. p.W.
NON-FANTASY ' -----------------

BOOKS From Maurice K. Hanson? The first six that come to 
my mind are? "But For the Grace of God” (J.W.N. Sull

ivan) "The Old Wives7 Tale” (Arnold Bennett) 5 "The Journal of a 
Disappointed Man” (Barbellion) °9 "Marxist Philosophy and the Sciences" 
(J.B.S. Haldane)? "Love on the Dole” (Walter Greenwood)? "Beethoven" 
(Sullivan again). So sorry that Eric Hopkins and Thomas Mann feel 
so badly, but no doubt the laws of probability (or Fate if you like) 
.have treated them less kindly than they have me). And you, I fancy 
should know that masochistic song - "Ah! Sweet Misery of Life”.

From Eric C, Hopkins? John Galsworthy’s "Forsyte 
Saga" (a trilogy actually, but you can take it)? Jarr^lav Hasek’s 
"The Good Soldier Schweik"? Osbert Sitwell’s "Triple Fugue”? G. K. 
Chesterton’s "Flying Inn"? Phyllis Bottome’s "Freedom Farewell!” and 
Graham Greene’s "It’s a Battlefield". How about one’s six choices 
in music?

THE FANTAST . Fans will doubtless be surprised, not to say amazed , 
by an announcement recently issued by CSYoud to the effect that THE 
FANTAST will appear again in a short time. Says Sam? "I have stenc
illed four pages of FANTAST and hope to get the rest done some day." 
Dave McIlwain also says proudly, but a trifle warily, obviously exp
ecting the response he was certainly accorded after he had spoken? - 
"The next issue of the GARGOYLE is nearly finished”. What stirring 
times we live in, to be sure!



HAIL AND FAREVLELL

The dreamer sat on the porch one night
And locked at the heavens in their glorious might| 
His thoughts, though those of an Earthbound man, 
Comprehended the ..Celestial plan.

He understood .why Lian was born,
.. To 'be the Cosmos'*' weed and thorny

His mind-.- belonged to a greater race,
.........—-"'Btit “where they dwelt he could not place.

One night from out the Heavens. above 
x Came a.glowing/thought of Eternal love5 
’• His race he found in the star-lit skies, 

" But still could not see them with his eyes.

■ He Left one day for parts unknowns 
The Wanderer had found his throne. 
Hail, my Wanderer, Hail, your Throne, 
Farewell as you start to travel home.

And when you get there, think of me,
Forever lost in Eternity
Of Hell on Earth, of Hell below, 
Think of-me tenderer’'with eyes aglow.

For I am in what you have left-, ’ ~
I remain here, stricken, bereft, ■’ .
Think of me Wanderer, whene’er you can, ' . '■
Till I- say,-."Hail, . Wanderer, Farewell, Han."

• • • ' ' - ‘ ; .... "BENNY" . . . • • ; '

The instigator of wars, big'wars, has 
always been a particular class which either owned everything 

GREaT - or was the boss. So far as our own times go, war is nothing 
more than a commercial venture. At a certain point in busi

ness development throughout the world, it comes to a point when there 
?s a FU?e’ ?.urP^Vs ®00ds .which cannot be sold, money which cannot be 
invested, and .millions of people who cannot be given jobs. Then is
the time that a country goes to war. It is the best possible way of 
getting'rid 01 surpluses prof i tab ly... .When you have too much food,you 
ourn it or destroy it when you have too many unemployed, you burn ttem. 
up in war ano. burn upthe passions of those who would otherwise revolt 
with.war hysteria. Shift the blame on to the terrible Nazis ' or the 
terrible reds or the terrible Jews or anyone.

' 0±2.£.&§_?ernard_Shg.wj_ It is a funny place, this world” of Cap
italism, with its astonishing spread of ignorance and helplessness , 
boasting all the time of its spread of education and enlightenment.... 
There stand the thousands of property owners and the millions of the 
wage workers, none of them able to make anything, none of them knowing 
waat to 0.0 until somebody tells them, none of them having the least 
notion of how it is that they find people paying them money,and things 
in the shops to buy with it0........
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